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On Wednesday, May 15, 2013, Officer Lyman responded to check in with units on drug 

investigation at 2379 Stevens Rd that stemmed from an attempted vehicle stop for the 

Career Criminal Unit.   

 

Upon arrival, Officer Lyman made contact with the initial Officer as well as CCU 

Detectives on scene.   In speaking with the initial Officer, she advised Officer Lyman that 

she observed the suspect vehicle on Culpepper Ln however it was able to quickly turn 

onto Stevens Rd in an attempt to elude her and she subsequently lost sight of the vehicle 

for a short while.  Initially, Officer Lyman understood this time frame to be quick 

however it was later learned that several minutes elapsed before the suspect vehicle was 

located in the driveway of 2379 Stevens Rd, where none of the occupants of the vehicle 

lived or had any associates.  All of the occupants were around the vehicle at the time the 

Officer affected a detention of the vehicle.   

 

Detectives on scene advised that they had located a small amount of crack cocaine in the 

vehicle upon executing a probable cause search but believed there were more narcotics to 

be found.  K9 assistance was then requested for an outside narcotics search around the 

vehicle where something may have been tossed out prior to police arrival.  All of the 

occupants had an extensive drug history and are also known to carry narcotics on a 

regular basis.   

 

K9 Kota was deployed for an off lead area search for narcotics as well as any other 

discarded evidence.  As soon as he began to work the area in front of the suspect vehicle 

in the drive way, Officer Lyman observed behavior change consistent with K9 Kota 

locating narcotics.  He head snapped to a plastic baggie that was lying in the driveway 

just in front of the front bumper of the suspect vehicle.  After putting his nose on the bag, 

he demonstrated a final response of a sit, indicative of him locating narcotics.  The bag 

contained marijuana residue inside.  He was rewarded with praise and commanded to 

continue searching.    

  

After searching the area around the vehicle extensively with negative results, K9 Kota 

began to range out down the driveway, behind the residence towards a garage and shed 

area that was approximately 40 yards from the house and vehicle.  As he was doing so, he 

demonstrated behavior consistent with someone recently walking in the area.  Due to the 

fact that it was unknown if there had been officers walking in the area prior to the K9 

request or if K9 Kota’s interest was from the suspects, Officer Lyman allowed him to 

continue to search the area to the rear of the residence.  K9 Kota continued actively 

searching, bypassed the garage and shed area, and went directly into the wooded area 

behind the structures.  As soon as he entered the woods, his interest increased as he began 

to intensely work the area towards the rear of the shallow wooded area.  Once he got to 

the back edge of the woods, Officer Lyman called him back as she was unsure of what 



was on the other side of the woods.  K9 Kota immediately turned and began to run back 

towards Officer Lyman.  Just before he arrived at the back corner of the shed and garage 

structures, he head snapped to his right (Officer Lyman’s left), demonstrating behavior 

consistent with locating the odor of an item or narcotics.  He then began to air scent back 

behind the structures and worked his way approximately 30 yards to the left in the woods.  

Officer Lyman followed behind, keeping him in sight and watching him work his way 

directly to an area of the woods where several large fallen trees and branches appeared to 

be stacked up in a pile.  K9 Kota went directly up to the pile of branches on the ground 

and stuck his head through an opening, attempting to work to the source of the odor he 

had located.  After sticking his head in this location, he quickly brought his head out and 

flung several plastic bags towards Officer Lyman that appeared to contain narcotics.   K9 

Kota was rewarded and then returned to the patrol vehicle so that the narcotics could be 

safely recovered.  The following narcotics were recovered; a bag of marijuana (20 

grams), a bag of crack cocaine (5 grams) and a bag of heroin in a rock form (6.7 grams). 

  

Once the recovered narcotics were secured, K9 Kota was again deployed for an 

additional search of the area to ensure that there were not any additional narcotics or 

other discarded evidence in the area.  This time he was deployed from the opposite side 

of the residence.   As soon as K9 Kota got to the left side of the garage and shed area, he 

demonstrated tracking behavior consistent with someone walking through the area 

recently and tracked right up to where the narcotics had just been located.  It was 

confirmed with all Officers and Detectives on scene that no one had walked in this area 

prior to K9 Kota’s search and it is therefore assumed that it was either the entry and/or 

exit path of the suspect(s) into the wooded area where the hidden narcotics were located.  

The suspects were arrested and charged appropriately.   

 

Respectfully, this case is being submitted for detector case of the quarter based on the 

above details.  Without K9 assistance, these repeat offenders would have been minimally 

charged and back out on the street quicker and could have possibly recovered their 

hidden narcotics without police detection.  

 

Thank you for your consideration!  

   

 


