
 

October 5, 2013  

I was dispatched along with Dep. Ryan to a breaking and entering alarm at Watson Electrical at 

2821 N. Kerr Ave.  Before our arrival, dispatched advised that the alarm company said we could 

disregard the call.  Because of the large number of recent copper and wire thefts, I decided to 

continue to the business and check it anyway.  Upon our arrival, Dep. Ryan and I checked the 

exterior door and gates and all were secured. Dep. Ryan and I then began walking down the 

fence on the east side of the building.  As we were walking, I noticed several spools of wire lying 

on the ground.  When I got closer I also saw an Easton baseball bat bag, a duffle bag and 2 book 

bags that were full of wire.  Next to the bags and wire was a hole in the fence that led to the 

rear of Watson Electric.  The hole in the fence looked like old damage; however there was a 

piece of ply wood that was covering the hole that was pushed to the side.  I notified dispatch 

that we needed a key holder to respond in reference to a possible breaking and entering and 

larceny.  Dep. Ryan and I entered the area through the hole in the fence and searched for 

suspects, evidence and unsecured doors.  When nothing was found, we exited the area through 

the same hole in the fence.  On the way out, Dep. Ryan stepped on a nail that penetrated his 

shoe and stuck his foot.  Because the nail drew blood, I asked for EMS to respond to properly 

clean the wound.  While standing by with Dep. Ryan, I noticed shoe prints in the dirt that lead 

from the bags and wire that were located. The shoe prints were different than what Dep. Ryan 

and I were wearing.  I requested another deputy to respond to run back up for a K9 track.  Dep. 

Gonnelli arrived to assist as back up and Det. Taylor arrived and drove around as a roving 

perimeter.  I brought K9 Jango to the area of the shoe prints and he immediately began 



tracking.  K9 Jango tracked across the dirt/gravel road east of Watson Electrical and into the 

grass north of a red metal building. K9 Jango then turned left into a heavy wooded area and he 

located another book bag and one spool of wire lying next to it.  K9 Jango continued searching 

between the woods and a fence north bound towards N. Kerr Ave.  K9 Jango then located 

another spool of wire approximately 100 yards from the road.  As we came to N. Kerr Ave. K9 

Jango turned right and began tracking on the shoulder of the road.  K9 Jango then came to a 

dirt road and turned right onto it.  K9 Jango track for another 150 to 200 yards before I noticed 

that he was possibly off the scent.  I then began casting K9 Jango in the area with hope of him 

picking back up the scent. After unsuccessfully doing this, I brought K9 Jango back to the area of 

N. Kerr Ave. We were approximately 50 yards from the road when K9 Jango lifted his nose in 

the air and began pulling hard to an area of high grass.  When K9 Jango entered the high grass, 

he gave one bark and then I saw him "nip" at the suspect’s leg.  K9 Jango then moved and bit 

the suspect's tricep. The suspect was lying on his stomach wearing all dark clothing with a black 

piece of cloth on his head.  K9 Jango held on to the suspect's tricep until I was able to remove 

him.  At that time, Dep. Gonnelli moved in and placed the suspect in handcuffs.  Dep. Gonnelli 

walked the suspect back to the crime scene.  Det. Taylor assumed the investigation. CSI Det. 

Carroll arrived on scene and process the recovered property and photographed the suspect's 

injuries. EMS 66 also arrived and treated the suspect's injuries. Over $1,500.00 worth of wire 

was recovered.  –Cpl. J.E. Stegall and K9 Jango  


