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                                 Region 2 Patrol (2nd Quarter) 

                                  Jesse Webb and K9 Bullitt 

                                Tarboro Police Department (NC) 

                                        

     Shortly after midnight on May 4, 2013, Sgt. Jesse Webb observed a 

vehicle traveling west on Wilson Street without any operating headlamps. 

The vehicle was leaving a neighborhood known for narcotic sales and 

gang activity. Sgt. Webb attempted to conduct a motorist stop; however 

the driver failed to comply and gradually increased its speed. After 

several blocks the driver made a right turn onto East Country Club Drive 

where he accelerated rapidly attempting to elude Sgt. Webb. A brief 

vehicle pursuit ensued and after several blocks the driver jumped from 

the moving vehicle and fled on foot into a residential neighborhood. The 

vehicle continued in motion until it struck an electrical utility pole.  

 Other responding officers immediately established a perimeter 

while Sgt. Webb retrieved K9 Bullitt and prepared him for a scent track. 

After several moments, Bullitt was deployed at the last known location of 

the driver. Bullitt quickly acquired a scent and began pulling south 

across a yard located on Country Club Drive near Hilma Circle. He then 

entered a small wooded area before exiting into the backyard of a 

residence in the next block along Fairway Street. Once in this yard, 

Bullitt abruptly turned west and his tracking intensified. After traversing 

the yard he turned back south and continued towards the roadway 



which had an adjoining private driveway. Prior to reaching the road, 

Bullitt turned southwest crossing the driveway and into another yard. 

After a short distance he made another sharp turn pulling hard along the 

front of a residential structure. While advancing towards the front porch 

of this home Sgt. Webb noted that Bullitt had stopped tracking and was 

now air-scenting and showing interest along a row of shrubbery.  

 Based upon these behavior changes Sgt. Webb began surveying 

the immediate area and observed a figure laying in the shrubbery against 

the foundation of the home. He, along with a contact officer, verbally 

challenged this individual who slowly complied with commands and was 

subsequently taken into custody without further incident. Drug 

paraphernalia was found in close proximity of where he was arrested, 

which he later admitted belonged to him. Once secured, the subject was 

identified as the fleeing driver and it was discovered that he was a federal 

probationer having been released from federal prison only four months 

earlier. The subject had served eight years of a ten year sentence for 

weapon violations. What’s more, he acknowledged that he regularly 

trained in prison on how to avoid capture by running from law 

enforcement. It seems that a quick perimeter and Sgt. Webb’s four legged 

“vacuum”, Bullitt, foiled this career criminal’s future aspirations to avoid 

prison!       

    

  


